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1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable oyer 
Dunshee, US 2002/0165477, taken either individually, or in view of Stempel. US 
5,492,943 as evidence of the state of the art. Dunshee discloses (note particularly the 
Abstract, paragraphs 001 1 . 0053, 0058, 0059, 0079, 01 18-0120,) a broad genus of 
stretch releasable pressure sensitive adhesive compositions and accompanying stretch 
release adhesive coated articles. The adhesive composition may include ([0058]) 
suitable amounts of styrene block copolymers mixed with a suitable tackifier together 
with other materials which can be added for special purposes. The reference appears 
to lack a specific teaching of a water swellable absorbent compound that Is incorporated 
into the (adhesive) mixture, but does disclose ([0119]) a broad genus of superabsorbent 
particles which includes at least several of applicants* most preferred superabsorbent 
species, and although the reference teaches that these particles "can be distributed 
uniformly throughout the backing substrate or can be coated onto either major surface 
of the backing", note also the broader teaching in the first line of [01 20] of a listing "of 
other additives that can be included into the backing and/or adhesive" which the 
Examiner believes is sufficient, particularly for purposes of obviousness, for one of 
ordinary skill to conclude that it is within the skill of the art to incorporate such water 
swellable superabsorbent particles into the stretch release pressure sensitive adhesive 
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in an attempt to control the moisture content and, consequently, the bonding properties 
of the adhesive. Alternatively, note Stempel (note also the Abstract, Col 3, line 42-Col 
4, line 67, Examples) at Col 1 , lines 38-46 wherein it is taught that absorbents such as 
hydrocolloids can be dispersed into a related adhesive for the purpose of absorbing 
fluids found therein and thereby maintain and possibly enhance adhesive attachment to 
the skin. With respect to such parameters as (claims 3 and 4) the amount of swellable 
compounds that are permitted in the adhesive the Examiner firmly believes that this is 
but a routine optimization for one of ordinary skill, depending primarily upon the bonding 
properties which are desired, and with respect to those parameters that are not either 
expressly or inherently disclosed in the relied upon pripr art the Examiner submits that 
such a detemriination is well within the ordinary skill of the art, In the absence of 
unexpected results. 

3. The Examiner notes that what appears to be the othenwise closest cited prior art, 
such as that cited in the PCT Search Report, comprises references which are totally 
silent with respect to the disclosed psa compositions as being stretch releasable 
compositions. Although certain of these disclosed genuses may (and very probably do) 
contain a number of species of inherently anticipating adhesive compositions it is 
believed certain that others disclosed species do not anticipate, and that, coupled with 
the absence in any of these references of any suitable guiding teaching relating to the 
presence or formation of stretch release adhesives, is believed to clearly make such 
prior art, irregardless of how relied upon, inferior to that cited above. 
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Any inquiry concerning tiiis communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Zirker whose telephone number is 571-272-1486. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:30 to 6:00. The 
examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be reached on 571 - 272 - 1478. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomriation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1771 



